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24th Annual
Black Ships Festival
The annual Black Ships

Festival held in Newport

commemorates the historic

achievement of Rhode Island

Commodore Matthew C.

Perry, USN, who negotiated

the treaty with Japan over

150 years ago, under the

direction of U.S. President

Millard Filmore. “Black Ships”

refers to the Japanese term

for foreign ships which, with

one exception were excluded

from Japan for two hundred

years prior to the Treaty of

Kanagawa which Perry

negotiated in 1854. We

celebrate this event each

year with our Sister City

of Shimoda.

Proceeds from the event will benefit the Japan-America Society of Rhode Island
and support its mission to promote friendship, cultural exchange and education
between Rhode Island and Japan.


